"CURTIS"

young legal student had now another ambition. The
diaries record the saying of good-bye to " Elsie "; no
other page in the leather-covered books refers to anything
more human than the catching of a train or the itinerary
of an evening spent " sitting at home."

On his return to London, half-way through September,
he had ten days to wait before going to Euston to meet
" Elsie." Thereafter, the diary records a daily meeting,
a state call on Mrs. Dangar, and an invitation to dinner.
When Miss Dangar was occupied with other matters,
the theatre had to suffice, and Curtis-Bennett went almost
every night. His examinations on " Contract" and
" Equity " claim but a word or two in the diary, whereas
there are many days in which he has to record going to
two theatrical performances, and his narrative for one
day reads " Morning Clerkenwell: Lunched with Hutton,
Met Elsie and went to see the c Bishop's Move/ Back
by Underground. Rehearsal of * In Honour Bound.'
Took Elsie and Phyllis to concert at the Town Hall."

Even the momentous day that he was called to the
Bar at the Middle Temple, does not call from his pen
anything more than the following : " Monday, November
zyth, 1902. Walked over to Lancaster Gate with Noel,
Tube to Chancery Lane. Spent morning about Temple,
Had oysters with Noel at Drivers and lunch at Troc.
Met Elsie at Queen's Gate, walked to St. James's Park,
home by Underground. Mother and Elsie came to see
me c called,' Dinner in Hall, went to the Oxford with
Father."

The oysters with Noel seetn, from the diary, to be the
highlight of the most momentous day in his life.
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